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Confirmed Minutes of the Second Meeting of the 

Environment and Conservation Fund Research Projects Vetting Subcommittee 

held on 26 May 2011 at 2:30 p.m. 

in the Conference Room, 28/F., Southorn Centre, Wanchai 

 

 

Present  

Mr. Joseph LEE, SBS, JP (Chairman) 

Dr. Arthur PS LAU  

Dr. Kenneth MY LEUNG   

Mr. Barry MC KWONG  

Prof. Jonathan WC WONG   

Mr. Luther LT WONG  

Mr. Conrad PK LAM  ENB 

Mr. KW CHEUNG AFCD 

Mr. Lawrence SH CHEUNG EPD 

Miss Eunice YT CHAN EPD (Secretary) 

Mr. Steve KS TSOI EPD (Assistant Secretary) 

 

Absent with Apologies 

Mr. Paul KC CHAN  

Prof. CHAU Kwai-cheong  

Ms Agnes NG  

Dr. SHUM Ho-cheung, Anderson  

 

******** 

 

Welcoming Remarks 

 

   The Chairman welcomed all Members to the second meeting of the 

Environment and Conservation Fund (ECF) Research Projects Vetting Subcommittee 

(RPVSC).  

 

 

Agenda Item 1: Confirmation of the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

 

2.   The draft minutes of the last meeting held on 26.1.2011 were sent to 
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Members on 1.3.2011.  The minutes were confirmed without amendments.  

 

 

Agenda Item 2: Matters Arising  

 

3. Miss Eunice CHAN brought up the circulation results of RPVSC Paper 

03/2011-12 which had been circulated to Members on 27 April 2011 to seek 

Members’ endorsement of proposed project variations.  For a number of projects 

with issues outstanding, the Chairman concluded after deliberation that:  

 

ECF Project 9/2008 Environmental payback time analysis of 

building-integrated photovoltaic (BIPV) applications in Hong Kong 

- to approve the transfer of the unspent balance from the item “Software 

package development” to meet the expense of “Staff cost” and 

relevant travelling expenses on meetings in the Mainland; and  

 

- to reject the transfer of the unspent balance from the item “Local 

conference” to meet the expenses of extra “Overseas conference”.  

 

ECF Project 7/2009 Study of photochemical air pollution in Hong Kong 

- to approve the change of sampling sites from Tung Chung to Lung 

Kwu Chau and the adjustment of the commencement of the first phase 

of intensive study on pollution cases from May 2011 to August 2011. 

 

ECF Project 3/2010 A selective oligonucleotide-based luminescent 

switch-on probe for the detection of nanomolar mercury (II) ion in 

aqueous solution 

- to approve the postponement of project commencement date from 1 

March 2011 to 1 May 2011. 
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Agenda Item 3: New Applications 

 

ECF Project 22/2010 A sustainable eco-flood channel design for the upstream section 

of Yuen Long Nullah 

[RPVSC Paper 04/2011-12]  

 

4. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the proposal by the Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University (POLYU) applying for a funding support of $1,746,400 for a 

24-month project.  Environmental Protection Department (EPD) and Drainage 

Services Department (DSD) supported the project as it would provide supplementary 

modelling data and demonstrate the practicality of modelling techniques for 

restoration of degraded rivers and streams.  Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation 

Department (AFCD) had reservation from nature conservation point of view.  One 

of the external assessors (EAs) supported the proposal but another did not support.  

In view of the different assessments made by the two EAs, DSD proposed and the 

principal investigator (PI) agreed to have the proposal evaluated by a third EA.  The 

third EA expressed support for the project.  Prof. WAI Wai-hong of the POLYU was 

invited to join the meeting to answer Members’ questions.    

 

5. 
Note

      

 

6.
 Note

   

  

7. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded not to support the project.   

 

ECF Project 25/2010 Characterization of low-noise tyres for the roads of Hong Kong  

[RPVSC Paper 05/2011-12]  

 

8. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the proposal by the POLYU 

applying for a funding support of $2,371,909 for a four-year project.  EPD, 

Highways Department (HyD) and one of the two EAs supported the proposal while 

another EA did not support.  As this was a Level 3 application, Prof. HUNG 

Wing-tat and his project team of POLYU were invited to join the meeting to present 

the proposal and answer Members’ questions.   
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9. 
Note

         

 

10. 
Note

   

 

11. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded to support the project on the 

condition that the project duration should be shortened from four years to 24 months 

In addition, budget for only one research assistant was supported.  The PI would be 

invited to revise the proposal and budget.  The revised proposal would be circulated 

to the RPVSC for formal approval. 

 

[Post-meeting note: The PI submitted a revised proposal on 28 June 2011 with the 

project duration shortened to 24 months for the consideration of RPVSC.  The 

revised budget of the proposal was adjusted downwards to $1,072,069.] 

 

ECF Project 24/2010 The contribution of vertical greening on human bioclimate and 

carbon footprint in built environment  

[RPVSC Paper 06/2011-12] 

 

12. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the proposal by the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong (CUHK) applying for a funding support of $1,651,620 for a 

36-month study.  Development Bureau and Housing Department considered the 

project worthy of support as it would help verify the environmental value of vertical 

greening and enhance the vertical systems as a form of effective urban green 

solutions which was in line with the Government’s policy in sustainable development 

and urban greening.  Both EAs were also supported the proposal.   

 

13.
 Note

   

 

14. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded to support the project on the 

condition that the project duration should be shortened to 18 - 24 months.  The PI 

would be invited to revise the proposal and budget.  The revised proposal would be 

circulated to the RPVSC for formal approval. 

 

[Post-meeting note: The PI submitted a revised proposal on 9 June 2011 with the 

project duration shortened to 24 months for the consideration of RPVSC.  The 
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revised budget was adjusted downwards to $1,500,400.] 

 

15. Dr. Kenneth LEUNG declared interest for the following application and 

withdrew himself from the Conference Room as the application was submitted by the 

University of Hong Kong (HKU). 

 

ECF Project 32/2010 Green transport system: a technology demonstration project of 

smart control of road lighting with magnetic field sensors for energy efficiency and 

reducing light pollution  

[RPVSC Paper 09/2011-12] 

 

16. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the proposal by the HKU 

applying for a funding support of $498,000 for a 24-month study.  Both EPD and 

HyD doubted the practicality of the deliverables because of potential safety issues.  

HyD considered that the proposed intelligent light-emitting diode (LED) road 

lighting system was still under trial and the performance of LED in terms of lighting 

level, uniformity, reliability and durability were yet to be proved.   

 

17.
 Note

     

 

18. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded not to support the project.  

 

19. Dr. Kenneth LEUNG re-joined the meeting.  

 

ECF Project 35/2010 Evaluating the health effects of distinct PM2.5 components for 

more targeted air quality control measures in Hong Kong  

[RPVSC Paper 07/2011-12] 

 

20. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the proposal by the CUHK 

applying for a funding support of $499,000 for a 15-month project.  EPD and 

Department of Health considered the proposal worthy of support as it would provide 

better understanding of the health issue associated with different PM2.5 components 

in Hong Kong and would provide scientific basis for refining priorities to control 

strategies of PM.    
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21. 
Note

    

 

22. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded to support the project.  

Budget for one research assistant was cut and the amount of the total grant was 

$284,050.   

 

ECF Project 29/2010 A study on food waste generation in whole-day school and the 

effectiveness of on-site meal portioning  

[RPVSC Paper 08/2011-12] 

 

23. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the project proposal from the 

Conservancy Association.  The PI applied for $499,960 to carry out a 15-month 

project.  EPD considered the project not worthy of support as surveys on this issue 

were being conducted by EPD.  A letter from the Conservancy Association 

addressed to the Chairman of the RPVSC was tabled for Members’ consideration.   

 

24. 
Note

    

 

25. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded not to support the project.   

 

ECF Project 04/2011 Shipping Dialogue : Reduction Emissions from Vessels in Hong 

Kong and the PRD   

[RPVSC Paper 10/2011-12] 

 

26. Miss Eunice CHAN briefed Members on the project proposal submitted 

by the Civic Exchange.  The PI applied for $498,158 (about 68% of the total budget 

amounting to $736,546) to support the one and a half-day conference scheduled for 

11 and 12 November 2011.  EPD supported the project as the proposed conference 

carried value specifically in controlling air pollution from the marine sector and 

improvement of air quality.   

 

27. 
Note
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28. After deliberation, the Chairman concluded to support the project with a 

total grant of $498,158.  As with other ECF-funded projects, expenditure of air 

tickets on business class was not supported. 

 

 

Agenda Item 4: Date of Next Meeting 

 

29. Next meeting would normally be held around 2 to 3 months afterwards. 

The Secretariat would inform Members of the date of the next meeting in due course. 

 

30.   There being no other business, the meeting ended at 5:00 pm. 

 

 

 

Secretariat, ECF Research Projects Vetting Sub-committee 

June 2011 

 

Note: The paragraph will not be included in the version of notes to be uploaded to 

the webpage of ECFC according to the standing practice of not disclosing the 

detailed reasons for supporting or rejecting an application.  The ECFC 

webpage contains a general disclaimer that “Reasons for supporting/rejecting 

an application had been made known to the project proponents concerned, 

and the public could ask the project proponents direct for such information.”  

 


